Tap chi Khoa hoc Truong Dai hoc Can Tho

Tap 51, Phan C (2017): 74-81

Tap chi Khoa hoc Trudng Pai hoc Can Tho

Phan C: Khoa hoc Xa hgi, Nhan van va Giao duc

i ] T cn
KHOA HOC

Trag Byl hoc Cin Thi

website: sj.ctu.edu.vn

DOI:10.22144/ctu.jvn.2017.096

Y NGHIA CUA BIEU TUQNG MAMMY TRONG TAC PHAM
CUON THEO CHIEU GIO

Nguyén Thi Tuyét

Khoa Su pham, Truong Pai hoc An Giang

Thoéng tin chung:

Ngay nhan bai: 08/05/2017
Ngay nhdn bai swa: 22/07/2017
Ngay duyét dang: 31/08/2017

Title:
The meaning of the Mammy

symbol in the novel Gone with
the Wind

Tir khoa:

Biéu twong, Ché dé né Ié,
Cuon theo chiéu gio, Mammy,
mién Nam niée My

Keywords:
Gone with the Wind, Mammy,
Slavery, Symbol, The South

ABSTRACT

Studying the Mammy symbol in the novel Gone with the Wind as a
cultural phenomenon, this article is to attempt finding out the symbolic
meanings of that character. Mammy'’s happy life is a way of Margaret
Mitchell to romanticize the slavery, and when slavery was only the
remnants, Mammy is the last root that southern Whites want to keep.
Flourished in the novels and films of the South, Mammy has become a
popular cultural symbol, beneficent for Whites but nacceptable for
Blacks.

TOM TAT

Nghzen ciu biéu twong Mammy trong tzéu thuyét Cuon theo chiéu
gi6 nhw mot hién tiwgng van hoa, bai viet né lyc tim hiéu nhitng y nghia
biéu twong ciia nhéan vat. Cude song hanh phiic cia Mammy la mot cach
Margaret Mitchell lang man héa ché do no 1¢, va khi ché dg ay chi con
lai nhiting tan tich, thi Mammy la coi ré cudi cing mad nguoi da trang
mién Nam muon leu giik. Phat trién manh mé trong tiéu thuyét va dién
danh mién Nam, Mammy di tré thanh mét biéu twong van hoa phé bién,
phuc vu loi ich cho ngwoi da trang va khéng dwoc chap nhin doi voi
nguoi da den.

Trich dan: Nguyén Thi Tuyét, 2017. Y nghia cua biéu twgng Mammy trong tac pham Cudn theo chiéu gio.
Tap chi Khoa hoc Truong Pai hoc Can Tho. 51c: 74-81.

1 MO PAU

Black Mammy (Nhu mau da den) la mot biéu
tugng van hoc phd b1en gan lién voi cude song cua
nhing gia dinh da tring quy toc mién Nam nudc
My trudc Noi chién (ante-bellum). Nhu mét hoai
niém, mot kiéu bién minh gan véi tu tudng Lost
Cause' hang loat tiéu thuyét va tac pham dién anh
ra doi, trong d6 Cuon theo chiéu gié (Gone with
the Wind) cua Margaret Mitchell (1900-1949) la

tuyét pham dinh cao, véi tu cach 1a mot tiéu thuyét
1Aan mot tac pham dién anh. M&i quan hé giita
Mammy va c6 tiéu thu hoa khoi Scarlett O’Hara
nhu mét hién tugng lich sir vira két tinh gia tri van
hoéa mang mau sic huyén bi mién Nam vira phan
anh tu tuéng cua nha van vé mot trong nhitng van
dé gay nhiéu tranh cai nhat cia thé ky XX, van dé
phan biét ching tdc.

Tir nhing cach tiép can khac nhau nhu Ky hi¢u
hoc, Ngon nglt hoc, Nhan hogc,... thi biéu tugng

ILa mét trao luu mang tinh lich sir, quan niém tuy mién
Nam thua trong trong cudc chién tranh Nam-Bdc nhung
van tu hdo Ia ho dung, ho la chinh nghia chién déu béo
vé mién Nam chéng lai mién Bdc xam lwoce, ho la anh

hiing tuy that tran.

(symbol) dugc hiéu theo nhidu cach khac nhau,
song ndi ham co ban 1a dé chi “nhitng hinh anh, ki
hiéu twong trung, chitra dung nhitng mdi quan hé
lién can va nhitng qui udc chung cia mot cdng
ddng” (Chevalier, 2002, tr.XXIV). N6 1a mot hinh
thai biéu hién ngdén ngir ddc trung, 1a “don vi co
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ban cua van héa” (Nguyén Vian Hau, 2009): nd quy
dinh thé (mg xir cua con nguoi va lam cho mot so
dong nguoi co thé giao tiép v6i nhau, lién két ho
thanh mot cong dong riéng biét. Tinh chat da
nghia, triru twong, tham chi 1a mo hd cua cac biéu
tugng khién cho viéc phén tich va giai mi biéu
tugng trong cac tac pham van hoc khong dé& dang,
d6i khi 1am vao tinh trang bé tic, tao nén nhitng

“cudc tranh luan lién mién vé y nghia cua nhiing
biéu tuong” (Raymond Firth, 2012). MGdi giai doan
lich str xa hi tao sinh nhimng biéu twong, hé biéu
tuong khic nhau gin véi dic trung van hoa cia
cong dong dé, biéu tugng Mammy trong tac pham
Cuon theo chiéu gié 1a mot vi du dién hinh.

Cuén theo chiéu gié 1a cubn tiéu thuyet duy
nhit va ciing chinh nhd n6 ma tén tudi cua
Margaret Mitchell song mai cing thoi gian, du
cudc doi ba chi trai qua 49 nam ngan ngii. Mot cau
chuyén tinh yéu, (chii dé ma chung ta dé nhan thay)
dugc tao tac trén bdi canh Noi chién (1861-1865),
Tai thiét (1865-1877) rong 16n va sy van dong cua
van hoa mién Nam nuéc My, tac pham vura 1a hoai
niém vé di ving khong thanh v€ nén van minh
ndng nghi¢p cua mién Nam ci (Old South) vira la
no lyc ding lén tur dbng tro tan dé xdy dung mot
nén vian minh méi (New South). Néu Scarlett
O’Hara, nir nhan vit chinh cua tac pham, 1a biéu
tuong cho qua trinh van dong van hoéa d6 thi ba v
cua nang, Mammy la di san cua van héa quy tdc
nay chi con lai nhiing tan tich.

2 BIEU TUQNG MAMMY TU GOC
NHIN CUA NGUOI DA TRANG

2.1 Mammy — biéu twong cudc séng hanh
phiic ciia ngwoi nod 1€

Ché d6 no 18 van thudong duoc xem 13 nguyén
nhan din dén Noi chién & M§2. Su khéc biét giira
mot nén cong nghiép can lao dong ty do va mot
nén ndng nghiép can lao dong nd 1& da dan dén
nhimg xung dot gay gét va chi ¢ thé giai quyét
bang mot cude chién khdc liét. Biéu tuong Mammy
la mot bang ching cho déc trung van hda micn
Nam, mét kiéu dién giai dé ngudoi mién Nam
girong cao 14 co chinh nghia trong cudc tuong tan
16n nhét lich sir nuéc My cho dén nay.

2C6 rdt nhiéu gid thiét dt ra khi ban vé nguyén nhdn
cude Noi chién My: do sy chénh léch vé kinh té va nhu
cdu cong nhan cua mién Bdc; do ché d¢ né 1é & mién
Nam la da man, phan tién bj; hay dé bao vé sy thong
nhdt cia Lién bang? ... Trong tdt cd cac Iy do trén, nguoi
né ¢ dwoc giai phéng la hé qua truc 1iép ciia cugc chién
a6 nén van thuwong dwoc xem la nguyén nhdn chinh dan
dén cugc noi chién.
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Mammy khong phai la tén riéng, ma la cach
nguoi da tring quy toc goi ngudi nhi mau da den,
nguoi lam cong viéc nau nudng, nudi dudng va
cham soc con céi ciia chu nhén, phan 16n & cac don
dién mién Nam, truéc Noi chién. Co thé, & céc
bang mién Béc ciing c6 nhimg phuy nit da den lam
cong viéc d6, nhung tinh chat khac hin, khac & thai
d6 ctia nguoi da tring ddi voi nguoi da den, khac ¢
dia vi ma nguoi da trang vach ra giéi han cho
ngudi da den. Dudi con mit ciia cac cha nd mién
Nam, cudc séng clia ngudi nd 1¢ that dé& chiu, that
hanh phtic. Ho dugc cho an, may quén a0, duoc
“cham so6c” luc bénh tat va c6 mot tup 1éu trén dau,
ddi lai thi phai lao dong cat lyc cho chu. Véi
Mammy, ngoai nhitng nhu cau co ban 4y ra, ba con
c6 mot “dia vi”, dugc xem la mot thanh vién trong
gia dinh da trang Trong Cuon theo chzeu gio
Mitchell da ngam dét ra mot van dé: cude song chu
- t& hai hoa nhu vay, c6 can thiét phai nd ra chién
tranh, c6 can thiét phai pha bo ché do 4y, co can
thiét phai giai phong “nhitng ké khong tu biét lo
liéu cho ban than™?

Tuyén ngdén giai phong no ¢ (Emancipation
Proclamation) nam 1863 ctia Abraham Lincoln da
khéi dau viée x6a bé ché do né 1¢ ton tai hon 150
nam trén dat My, cung voi no 1a su sup ) khong
thé ctru van cua nén vin minh néng nghiép mién
Nam, nhu nhimg 161 gi6i thiéu® m& dau b phim
cung tén, Cuon theo chiéu gio. Vi quan diém lich
sit duong thoi: Lién bang mién Bic xem nhing
bang ly khai la phlen quén (rebel) va can phai tién
hanh thong nhat dat nudc, con dbi véi Lién minh
mién Nam, ho mang tinh than chinh nghia chng
quan mién Bic xdm lugc (War of Northern
Aggression), Cuén theo chiéu gié dugc viét tir tim
thirc cua nguoi da tring mién Nam nén c6 nhiing
han ché nhit dinh vé tu twong®. Biéu twong

3Nguyén van loi gioi thiéu: “There was a land of
Cavaliers and Cotton Fields called the Old South. Here
in this pretty world, Gallantry took its last bow. Here
was the last ever to be seen of Knights and their Ladies
Fair, of Master and of Slave. Look for it only in books,
for it is no more than a dream remembered, a
Civilization gone with the wind...” (Tam dich: Dd c6 mot
viing ddt ciia nhimg ky si va nhitng canh déng bong, bdy
gior dwoe goi la mién Nam cii. Trong thé gidi twoi dep
nay, long diing cam da téa nét hdo quang cudi cing ciia
né. Pdy ciing la lan cudi ciing dirge nhin thay nhitng
trang hiép si hdo hoa va nhimg quy ba long ldy cia ho,
o thdy éng chit va né 1é... Bdy gio chi c6 thé tim né
trong nhiing trang sdch, vi né chi la mgt gide mo dwoc
nhé dén, mot nén van minh gié da cudn di...), Phim Gone
with the Wind, 1939, David O. Selznick.

Vo tw tuong bdo vé ché dg né 18, bao vé mién Nam cii

va tu tudng phdn biét ching téc, Mitchell (va cdac hoc
gid mién Nam dwong thoi nhw truwong phai Dunning, E.
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Mammy duogc xdy dung trén nén tang ctia nhiing tuw
tuong han che ay.

Mammy 13 kiéu nhén vét ddc biét, khong chi
dic biét doi voi nhitng nguoi cing mau da (den)
ma con dac biét dbi vai nguoi da tréng, 12 mot kiéu
con ngudi phi chung toc, khi dic diém sinh hoc bé
ngoai khong trung khop voi tam tinh ching tdc:
“Mammy la da den nhung thai d§ xr sy va y thiic
ty trong cuia ba con doi khi cao hon chi” (Mitchell,
1936, tr.21). Mammy c6 dia vi va vai tro cao hon
so v6i nhitng no 18 lao dong trén dong rudng cho
nén lim lac khinh miét nhimg nguoi ciing mau da,
du 1a nguoi da den nhung Mammy khong bao gi¢
¢6 thanh kién ching toc dbi v6i ngudi da tring, ma
trai lai, ho con tré thanh mét nhan vét quan trong
ctiia mdi gia dinh quy toc da tring, 1a ngudi me thi
hai (second mother) ctia mdi dira tré trong gia dinh
chu, va ba sung sudéng hanh phuc véi dia vi dy.
Ciing nhu ngudi da tring phan chia giai cip, nguoi
da den trong Cuén theo chiéu gié ciing phan chia
thir bac mét cach rach roi: Mammy, Pork, bac Peter
thudc dang cp trén, 1a mot thanh vién trong gia
dinh ngudi da trang, va nhitng nguoi nd 1€ 1am viée
trén nhitg don dién 1a nigger’, 1a moi den. Co Ig,
Mammy 1a hién than dAu tién, dAu con rat don gian,
ctia kiéu con nguoi kép (Double Consciousness),
mdt kiéu tdm thic phd bién cia nguoi da den dau
thé ky XX, duoc W. E. B. Du Bois khai quat trong
cong trinh Nhitng linh hon déan da den (The Souls
of Black Folk, 1903).

Sy xuat hién cia Mammy trong tac pham Cudn
theo chiéu gi6 bao gid cling gan v6i “nhimg bude
chan ning né lam rung chuyén san nha” (ba qua
map), hodc nu cudi nd rong véi ham rang tréng
boéng, hoac hién 1én trong ki rc cua Scarlett 1a bd
nguc rong 16n va ddi canh tay to lon... Tét ca
nhitng hinh anh d6 ggi 1€n sy man nguyén, sung
sudng cua ba nhil mau, va c6 y nghia nhu 1a mot
biéu tugng quan trong cho su hoa hop chu - td,
khong goi bat ky cam giac nao vé sy nguoc dii, vé
t0i 4c cua ché do nd 16. Néu Toni Morrison, nit van
sT ngudi My gbc Phi duong dai, timg chi ra cin
bénh mit tri nhé qubc gia (national amnesia) cua
ngudi My khi ndi vé ché do no 1, vé nhimg gi
nguoi da den khong mubn nhé vi ~qua 6 nhuc, vé
nhimg gi nguoi da trang khong mudn nhé vi qua da
man, thi biéu tugng Mammy 13 mét dang x6 léch

Merton Coulter - mot sur gia va gido su Dai hoc
Georgia) mdc phdi sai lam lich sir khi xdy dung nhimg
ké khiing b6 khat méu ciia bang dang 3K (hay KKK, Ku
Klux Klan) la nhitng nguoi dan 6ng cao quy nhu Ashley
Wilkes, Frank Kennedy, ...

Cach goi miét thi nguoi da den.
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qua khtr, mot kiéu dién giai lich st tir cdm quan
cua nguoi da trang quy toc mién Nam.

Ngay tir nhimg dong dau phan hai ctia cubn t1eu
thuyét su muoi ba phan v6i “bude chan nang né”
Mammy da dién kién ban doc: ba duge nudi tir nhd
trong gia dinh quy tdc cia Solange Robillard (ba
ngoai cua Scarlett O’Hara), “la mot phu nir dd so,
lon tudi voi doi mit nho bé nhung tinh quai nhu
mit voi, da den béong, diing giéng nguoi chau Phi”
(Mitchell, 1936, tr.21). Hinh anh 4y ciing gan giii
v6i khudn mat va tam thé cua di Chloe trong Tip
léu bac Tom (Uncle Tom’s Cabin) duoc Beecher
Stowe mod ta: “Khudn mat di tron, nudc da den
bong nhdy, tuong nhu di da thoa mot 16p long
trang trimg ga nhu di thuong phi 1én nhiing chiéc
banh nudng gion. Khudén mat di nd nang vi sung
suéng. Di trim mot cai khin ké 6 vudng hd ctng.
Trén khudén mat di ta thay & doi chut vé kiéu hanh
clia “nguoi lam bép gidi nhat” & xém nay, nhu
danh hidu dé moi nguoi biét dén di Chloe”
(Beecher Stowe, 1852, tr.52). Hinh anh do tro¢
thanh khuén mau phd blen cho kiéu nhan vat
Mammy, khong chi trong tiéu thuyét ma con dién
anh, 1an thuong hiéu quang céo trong kinh doanh.

Mammy 1a ching nhan cho lich str, ba song
trai qua nhiéu thé hé, da “quén ta ba doi cho dong
ho Robilard”, cham soc Ellen, Scarlett va con cai
clia Scarlett. Didu ndy c6 vé trai v6i su that, véi
tudi tho rat han ché cua ngudi da den né 18, nhung
n6 lai tré thanh bang chimg bién minh cho ché do
n6 1&, cho cudc song hanh phtc cua ngudi day to.
Long trung thanh tén tuy dbi voi nhimg quy tic
chuan muc, voi chu da trang cia Mammy la pham
tinh ndi bat nhat, xuyén sudt tac pham ba san long
trung thanh voi dong ho O’Hara dén giot mau cubi
cung, “ca ho O’Hara thugc vé ba, ca thé xac 13n
linh hén, va nhimg bi 4n cua ho, ciing chinh la
nhiing bi 4n cta doi ba” (Mitchell, 1936, tr.21)...
Lam lac vi long trung thanh véi chuan myc va
truyén thong ma trong mat Scarlett, Mammy tr&
nén gan do, trudc nhimg bién thién cua thoi cude
ma cd chu thirc thoi san sang rii bo tat ca dé dam
bao sy sinh ton, an toan va giau c6. Nhung trudc
sau, Scarlett cling phai thira nhan “long trung thanh
ctia nguoi da den thi ching tién bac nao mua chudc
n6i” (Mitchell, 1936, tr.390), va c6 1& chinh long
trung thanh 4y da gitr cho “nhitng mdi quan hé giita
chu da tring va Mammy s& khong bao gid bi pha
v&” dau cho 10i tuyén bb nod 1& dwoc giai phong,
hay nhimng nd luc cua thoi ky Tai thiét. Diéu nay
dung v6i mbi quan hé gitra Scarlett va Mammy, tuy
nhién, nhin rong ra thi d6 chi 13 quan diém cua
nguoi da tring vé nguoi da den, vi lich sir dugc
viét tir cam quan cua ké manh, ciia nguoi chién
thing; d6i voi ngudi My gbc Phi biéu tuong
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Mammy c6 1€ kho c6 thé chép nhan, hodc nhu mot
ndi tii nhuc da dugc hoa thach trong lich sir. Néu
“vi 1ong trung thanh va tin tim cia minh, ba dy
(Mammy) truong ton trong van hoc mién Nam”
nhu tac gia bai bdo Nhi mdu da den (The Old
Black Mammy, 1918), xuit ban truéc Cuén theo
chiéu gié thim niam khing dinh thi nhdn vét
Mammy cua Mitchell trung khit hoan toan. Ba
khong chi tan tuy voi chu khi ché do no 18 ép bude
ba hanh xir nhu v@y, ma ngay ca khi biét minh
dugc tu do, ba van tu nguyén gin bo. Va vi vy,
Mammy tré thanh biéu tugng cua nhirng tan tich
thoi vang son, ma ngudi da trang quy toc mién
Nam mudn va viu, khi bdi canh dé ra Mammy va
thé giéi ém dém cua gidi quy toc da bi xody lbc
chién tranh cudn di.

Néu dic diém sinh hoc sung min, ¢ phan du
thira cia Mammy tuwong trung cho sy thoa man vé
doi sdng vat chét thi dia vi, tim thé ctia ba cho thay
su thoa min vé tinh than, ciing nhu cudc sdng hoa
hop chung toc trong van hoa nong nghiép mién
Nam trudc Noi chlen Mammy tr& thanh biéu
tuong cho cudc séng hanh phtc cua ngudi da den
trong than phén day t& an chira nhimng sai 1am lich
sir nhat dinh, sai lam 4y khoi nguyén tir tu tuéng
bao vé ché d6 no 1é ciia nguoi da trang quy tdc, ma
dén thé hé Margaret Mitchell van con ap 1.

2.2 Mammy — hoai ni¢m vé ché d¢ né 1¢ cia
ngudi da trang mién Nam

Cuén theo chiéu gié ra doi (1936) sau khi ché
dd nod 1& chAm dat (1865) hon 70 nam, tuy nhién,
nhitng thut 1ui lich st cia thoi Tai thiét
(Reconstruction, 1865-1877) 1an thoi Dai suy thodi
(Great Depression, nhu'ng nam 1930) khlen nhung
nguoi gidu c6 & mién Nam ludn nudi tiéc vé thoi
ky vang son truéc Noi chién. Tam thé hoai niém
nhu mét ling kinh khong 16 chi phdi toan bg thé
gidi quan cua Mitchell, ngoai nhitng nhan vét da
trang nhu ba Ellen, Melanie Hamilton va Ashley
Wilkes thi Mammy ciing tryc tiép thé hién niém
tiéc nudi ay

Trong Cudn theo chiéu gié, Mammy khong
hién 1én v6i tu cach cua mot ngudi lam bép hay
gidt gil, ma nhiém vu quan trong nhét cua ba la
day nhimg quy téc, nhitng nghi 1é cua tang 16p quy
toc cho céac thiéu nir (Belle). Udn nan mot cd gai co
ban tinh manh m¢& nhu Scarlett vao khudén phép quy
toc 1a nhiém vu kho khian, song bé ngoai ba ciing
dat dugc thanh qua: “Phong céach cua Scarlett Kkét
tinh nhitng 161 khuyén day cua me, va ky luat
nghiém khic cia Mammy”. Chinh trong nhiém vu
nay cip nhén vat Scarlett — Mammy mang nhiéu y
nghia biéu tuong: mot nguoi da den day bao, gin
gilt nhitng chuén muc trong 18 nghi cta nguoi da
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trdng. Cho dén cudi tic pham, khi chién tranh da
tan pha tat ca cai thé giéi ém dém cua nguoi da
trang quy toc va bang sirc manh ciia ban nang sinh
tdn, Scarlett d3 dat dugc su giau c6 tot cung nhu
nang timg mong mudn, nhung nang da danh mat
tat ca tinh yéu, ban bé va quan trong nhét 1a phdm
tinh cua mét phu nhan quy phai, va vi vy,
Mammy 13 ruong mdi cudi cling ma nang voi vang
quay vé Tara dé bam viu.

Vi tu cach la nguoi me thr hai (da den) cua
Scarlett, vai tro cia Mammy con 16n hon ba Ellen,
me dé (da tring) rit nhiéu, boi trude nhdt Mammy
d3 ting 12 nhii mau cua Ellen, va Mammy hiéu ban
chit cua Scarlett hon nhitng diéu ma Ellen chi nhin
thdy & bé ngoai. Sau xa hon, trong toan b két ciu
tac pham, néu ba Ellen chi hién 1én trong tim thirc
Scarlett nhu 12 miu cia mot phu nit quy toc cao
quy, thong qua 10i khuyén cua ba ddi véi cac co
con gai, hoic qua hdi Urc cua “ong Gerald thi
Mammy sung sing tir dau dén cu01 tac pham, co y
nghia 16n ddi véi cude song thyc té ciia Scarlett. Ba
Ellen chet vao mot thoi diém quan trong, khi chién
tranh gan két thac va trude khi Scarlett tré vé Tara,
thoi diém nhdn manh su tu luc cua Scarlett, khi nén
van minh xua da bi cudn theo bdo Itra chién tranh.
Néu ba Ellen nhu 14 biéu twong ciia vin hoa mién
Nam di chét thi Mammy van déo dai bén bi qua
thoi gian, néu ba Ellen thAm dam chat lang man da
v tan thi Mammy 14 ngudi dugc chuyén giao cac
quy tic xa hoi quy toc va ung bién linh hoat vao
diéu kién thyc tai.

Sau ngay Atlanta sup d6, va dém kinh hoang ca
thanh phd chim trong bién lira, Scarlett mudn tré
vé Tara dé duoc nghi ngoi, dugc vui mat vao bo
nguc db s6 ciia nhii mau nhu con tré: “Scarlett chay
t6i, guc dau vao nguc Mammy, bd nguc di timg ap
i bao nhiéu mai dau den trang” (Mitchell, 1936,
tr.345), nhung cho doi nang 1a dong d6 nat cua
Tara, hung tin me qua doi, ba tré nén ngd ngan, hai
em gai tiéu thu thi bénh tat... Tit ca nhimng kho
khin d6 twong c6 thé quat ngd nang, nhung long
quyét tam sit da va tam long trung thanh tuyét dbi
cua nhitng nguoi da den trong nha nhu Mammy,
Pork, Dilcey... di c6 thé gitp Tara ding viing sau
nhitng giong t6 cua thoi cudc. Dilcey dd ganh vac
cuc nhoc ¢ canh déng bong vai, Pork di liéu mang
di trdm ga, tim k1em thire an trong nhiing ngay doi
khat, con Mammy san 1ong 1& tAm than ning né di
Atlanta dé giit cho Scarlett khoi hu hong... Khi
nhiing nguoi dan ong con lai ¢ Tara (ong Gerald
tré nén ngé ngin can duoc dbi xur diu dang nhu
mdt dira tré, Will Brenten, mét thuong binh hiéu rd
cong viéc don dién, nhung nghéo kho, va ngay ca
Ashley nguoi ma Scarlett hy vong s€ cho nang mot
giai phap dé co thé kiém du 300 dola dé nap thué
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nhung tit ca déu bat luc) khong thé gitp gi cho
Scarlett, nang sian sang budc qua luan ly va dao
dtrc, tim Rhett va chap thuan moi diéu kién cua y
dé co tién. Véi mdt su nhay bén hiém c6, Mammy
du cam duoc ¥ chi nung ndu cua Scarlett va sin
sang bam got nang dén Atlanta, dé giit gin gia
phong.

Néu Gerald O’Hara day cho Scarlett gia tri cua
dat chira dung tat ca ¥ nghia va tinh yéu cia cude
song, biéu tugng ciia cdi ngudn van minh néng
nghiép thi Mammy 1a nguoi tryc tiép ngan can
Scarlett hity hoai truyén thong, dau d6 chi la tim
man cua ba Ellen. Va Mammy san sang lam tat ca
dé bao vé nhitng né nép gia phong ma ba cho la
dung, diu co phai dbi dau vai Scarlett hay Rhett.
Ba cyc lyc phan ddi mét co gai dong ho O’Hara
cao quy lai c6 thé 1dy mot tén “rac ruoi”, ké dau
co, mot tay an choi bi gia dinh tir khude dau han c6
nhiéu tlen nhu Rhett Butler. Ba goi Rhett 1a “quéan
ric rudi”, bi Scarlett nhic nho vé dia vi va dudi vé
Tara Mammy thang than khang dinh: “Tui tu do”,

“cd dung hong day tui dén noi nao tui khong mudn
dén”, kién quyét ¢ lai Atlanta, ba I6n tiéng cong
kich Scarlett: “C6 chi 1a mot con la mang d6 thang
dai cuia con ngua. (...) Co c6 vay ao lya, c6 xuong
cua, c6 ctra hang, co tién, va ¢d lam diéu bo nhu 1a
mdt con ngua dep, thé nhung ¢6 van chi 1a mot con
la. Va ¢6 cling khong danh Itra dugc ai. Con cai tay
Butler, hin 1a con nha dong ddi, hin bong muot
nhu mét con ngya dua, nhung ma hén ciing chi 1a
mot con la mang do thing dai ciia con ngya...”
(Mitchell, 1936, tr.678). Nhitng 161 “lang nhuc”
trén cia Mammy ddi v6i co chu khién ta nghi ngd
tinh trung thyc cua sy kién va phai dat cau hoi vé
dia vi ciia nhan vat Mammy! C¢ I& tinh chét trung
thuc cta su kién da duoc tbi gian hoa dé nhuong
chd cho dung ¥ lang man hoa ché d6 no 1é va xay
dung hinh anh nguoi da den hanh phuc, co6 vai tro
dia vi quan trong trong gia dinh chu, “la mot nguoi
trong gia quyén O’Hara”, quan trong hon Mammy
tin vao diéu do, ba tuyén bd “sin long trung thanh
v6i dong ho O’Hara dén giot mau cudi cling”, va
ba da luon lam dung nhu vay.

Voi sy thong minh va nhay bén hiém co,
Mammy luén doan biét truéc nhing gi s& xay ra,
va ngoai Rhett, sudt cude doi mot con ngudi tinh
ranh nhu Scarlett khong thé qua mit dugc Mammy
bat ctr chuyén gi. Chinh Rhett, nguoi duy nhat
trong tac phim thirc thoi va thau sudt, ciing thira
nhan: “Mammy 14 ba gia tinh khon, mot trong s it
ngudi quen biét ma t6i mudn tranh thi 1ong kinh né
va thién cam” (Mitchell, 1936, tr.679), anh con
cuoi 16n khi nghe nhitng 161 cia Mammy ma
Scarlett cho 1a xiic pham ning né thi Rhett cho la
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“mot chén ly sau sac, stic tich” ma anh chua bao
gio nghe.

Su khén ngoan 4y ciia Mammy, ngay tir dau tac
pham, da dugc bdc 16 trong cach gido duc linh hoat
va ¢6 phan cao tay dbi voi mot c6 gai bAm sinh
manh mé, ngang budng nhu Scarlett. Trude luc di
dy vii hoi & Muoi hai cay s0i, ba mudn Scarlett
phai an vi s¢ cb s€ an qua nhiéu khi du tiéc, boi vi
mot phu nlt quy phai thi s& khong an “tap nhu heo
con”, nhung Scarlett tir chdi, ba d§ danh: “nao
Scarlett, c6 lai an mot miéng di coi, hai em c6 da
an hét rdi”. Hai ¢6 em thi ching c6 y nghia gi véi
nang ca, nén Scarlett van tir chdi va ba tung ngén
cudi cung, ba biét Scarlett ghen ty v6i Melanie, nén
ba mat mé “chua bao gio toi gap mot phu nhan da
trdng nao an it hon c6 Melanie Hamilton”. Va dé
duogc thanh lich hon Melanie, Scarlett déng y an va
an hét mam thic an ma Mammy d3 chuan bi..
Nhung trude sau sy khon ngoan cua Mammy cung
chi dé trung thanh tan tyy voi chu, dé gido huan,
duy tri quy tac 18 nghi cia 16i song quy toc da
trang, ngay ca khi thé gioi kiéu cach 4y da khong
con.

Chi Mammy 1 hién than cho thé gi¢i da v tan
4y con c6 thé dung vimg, Ellen, Melanie thi di
chét, Ashley thi bat lyc, con song nhung ciing nhu
da chét roi. Chinh Margaret Mitchell da thé hién
niém héi tiéc 4y khi dat tén cho dira con tinh than
ctia minh khoi ngudn tir nhimg 16i tho khéc than
ctia Ernest Dowson vé mdi tinh da mét: Anh da
quén nhiéu roi, Cynara! Cuén theo chiéu gié (I
have forgot much, Cynara! Gone with the Wind).
Biéu twong Mammy gin véi biéu tugng dét, don
dién Tara v6i nhitng canh ddng bong nght ngan,
mét cach kin ddo, thé hién hoai vong cua Mitchell
ciing nhu ting 16p quy toc mién Nam mudn khoi
phuc nén vin minh ndng nghiép da bi chon vui. Vi
vay, két thic tac pham, khi Scarlett di danh mat
gia dinh, ban bé, tinh yéu, duy chi con lai Tara va
Mammy, nhung nang van dong dac tuyén bd,
“ngay mai 1a mot ngay khac”, s& “tai chiém nhimg
gi da mat”.

Mbi quan hé giita Mammy va Scarlett trong
Cuon theo chiéu gié dién hinh cho mbi quan hé ciia
Mammy va Belle trong vin hoc mién Nam, ho dau
khéc biét vé ching tdc, ngoai hinh va van hoa
nhung lai gin b6 mat thiét bang tinh yéu thwong
nhiéu khi vurgt qua ranh gi6i chi té. Néu tinh cach
nbi loan cia Scarlett 13 biéu twong cho quyét tim
vuot thoat sy phong toa cua nén vin hoa gia truong
thi Mammy lai co gang nfu gir thoi ky vang son
ctia nén vin héa dy. Pugc viét trong phong trao
Tuéng niém Mammy (Mammy memorial
movement) dau thé ky XX, Cuon theo chiéu
gi6 phat tiét nhitng 4n Grc ctia Mitchell néi riéng va
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cua nguoi da trang quy toc ndi chung va d6 mot
cach tro vé véi van hoa truge Noi chién.

3 BIEU TU()'NG MAMMY TU GOC
NHIN CUA NGUOI DA DEN

Bleu trong Mammy 1a mot cach nhin cua ngudi
da tring vé nguoi phu nir da den, va nguoi da den
khong bao gio chap nhan dwoc mot hinh anh to v&
¢6 chu dich nhu vay vé chung toc minh. Tiéu biéu
1a hanh dong cta nguoi da den chng dbi dé nghi
xdy dung tugng dai Mammy trong cong vién qudc
gia cua Hi€p hoi N vuong Lién bang (Daughters
of the Confederacy) vao nam 1923. Trai ngugc voi
su phd bién véi tu cach con nguoi chirc nang trong
van hoa ciing nhu van hoc viét vé don dién mién
Nam, thi vdi tu cach con nguoi cd nhan, Mammy
1a mot 16 hdng 16n dbi vai thé hé sau, con cing thoi
dai cuia ba thi ching ai cAn quan tim Mammy 12 ai,
nhu nhén dinh cta Eliza M. Ripley: “Moi bién gidi
trong ngdi nha 16n déu biét Mammy, nhung toi
nghi ngd néu ai d6 biét tén cia ba dy, t6i cling vay”
(Wallace-Sanders, 2008, tr.4). Y kién xac dang dé
da vach tran su gia dbi ciia ngudi da tring, nhiing
ngudi chiang biét gi vé Mammy, ngoai ong tan tAm
ma ho di ¢ ging tao tac dé ba cung hién tra lai.

Biéu twong Mammy di bi nhao nin, bi d6
khuén trén nhiéu phwong dién, dé _phu hop v6i
quan diém, tu tuong cta ké cAm quyén duong thoi.
Vé phuong dién gi6i tinh, cac nha nghién ctru
thuong cho rang Mammy c6 gi6i tinh khong rd
rang (desexualize). Theo chung t6i, Mammy la nit
giéi nhung khong phai 1a dan ba, boi tat ca nhiing
gi hién 1én & ba déu cho thdy khong c6 bit ky su
hép din nao ddi véi dan 6ng, nhu y kién cia
Jewell, ba 1a “mot phan dé (antithesis) trong quan
niém thadm my vé nir tinh va gidi nir ciia ngudi da
trang” (Jewell, 1993, tr.36). Nhimg dic diém cua
Mammy chi 1a sy phii hop dé che ché 4p i con tré,
nhu mdi 1an mét moi Scarlett déu mudn vai dau
vao b nguc 16n cia Mammy, hay mdi lan con
khoc khong db dwoc nang déu ude ao c¢6 doi canh
tay ém 4i cia Mammy dé d& danh moi dira tré. Sau
xa hon, ¢6 1& ngudi ta mudn tranh bét ky lién tuong
nao anh hu’o*ng dén dao dirc trong mbi quan hé giita
dan 6ng da trang va phu nir da den, ddc biét la phu
nit da den song trong ngoi nha cua nguoi da trang.
Dy 1a mot thuc té dang 6 nhuc nhung khong phai
1a hiém co, trong sb nhimng® cudn sach dwoc goi

6th}ng tdc pham viét tiép vé cudc doi Scarlett (Scarlett,
Alexandra Ripley, 1991), Rhett (Rhett Butler’s People,
Donald McCaig, 2007), Mammy (Ruth’s Journey,
Donald McCaig, 2014), va nhiing thay déi cia thoi dai
(The Wind Done Gone, Alice Randall, 2001), (The Winds
of Tara, Katherine Pinotti, 2008), hay nhitng nhoc long
cua Anne Edwards khi di tim huyén thoai ciia cudc doi
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htng tir Cudn theo chiéu gié, cubn Gié dd cuon di
(The Wind Done Gone) cua nha van Alice Randall
da dugc viét tir quan diém ciia Cynara con gi cua
Mammy va éng chu da tring ciia minh.

Néu trén thyc té, Mammy s6ng trong thdi ky nd
1¢ & mién Nam trudc Noi chién, thi phan 16n nhing
tac pham tiéu thuyét, dién anh,... khai thac biéu
tuong Mammy lai ra doi trong thoi ky Tai thiét, va
sau d6. Nghia 1a khi bbi canh thuc di chét, nguoi
da tréng mién Nam méi tao tic va t6 v& lai hinh
anh Mammy nhu mét sy hoi tuong, mot sy nudi
tiéc, va Mammy d3 hién 1én vdi tat ca sy hoai niém
4y. Duy chi c¢6 di Chloe trong tac phdm Tup léu
bac Tom (1952) dugce xem 13 hinh anh Mammy dau
tién ra doi trude Noi chién, con nhiing tic phdm co
kiéu nhan vat Mammy, quen thudc véi doc gia Viét
Nam nhu Am thanh va cuong né (The Sound and
the Fury, William Faulkner, 1929), Cuén theo
chiéu gié (1936), hodc Mt biéc (The Bluest Eye,
Toni Morrison, 1970) hodc Nguwoi giup viéc (The
help, Kathryn Stockett, 2009)... déu xuét ban sau
thé ky XIX, va khai thac hinh anh Mammy nhu
mdt san pham cia nén vin hoa da bi cuén theo
cudc Noi chién. Margaret Mitchell viét vé ché do
n6 18 khi ché do 4y da bi “tuyén 4n” va tir vong bay
muoi ndm trude, va bude sang thé ky XXI, khi tu
tuong tién bo xem ché do nd 1& 1a toi ac thi hinh
tuong Mammy it phd bién trong vin héa lan vin
hoc mién Nam nuéc My.

Va ¢ 18 Mammy trong Cudn theo chiéu gié
khac hin véi cac nhan vat ¢6 “tinh chat Mammy”
trong cac tac pham trén: ho co tén riéng, gia dinh
riéng, ho séng trong mot khong gian khac va thoi
ky khac. Véi Tup léu bac Tom, di Chloe (vo bac
Tom) chi xudt hién vai 1an, va cong viéc cua di chu
yeu la lam bép, dac biét 1a nhan vat song & mién
Béc, mot bang bién gidi nudi nd 1& nhung khong
theo ché do no 1&¢ (Kentucky) va dugc viét boi
Beecher Stowe, mot phy nir da tréng tién bo, mang
tu twong bii nd. V&i Mdt biéc va Nguoi gitip viéc
thi Pauline, Aibileen Clark, Minny Jackson,... chi
1a nguoi gitp viée trong b01 canh nudc My sau thoi
Tai thiét va di vao cude song hién dai. Duy chi ¢
William Faulkner 1a gan giii hon véi Mitchell vi
hai tic pham ra doi trong mot bbi canh mién Nam
nhitng nim 1930, dau thoi ky duoc dé cép dén
trong tac pham 1a khac nhau. Vi Dilsey song trong
gia dinh gia tring Compson, song gia dinh ay
khong con ¢ nhimg don dién thoi hoang kim nita
ma ho chi con la nhimg bong ma cua qua kht, dién
dai, ngan ngo trong cudc doi thyc. Nhu Scarlett
dén cudi tac phdm voi vang vé Tara, vé& voi

Mitchell nhw la nhitng trdai nghiém ma nhdn vdt nit chinh
da trai qua (Road to Tara, Anne Edwards, 1984).
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Mammy dé c6 thé niu giit nhimng gi nang di danh
mat, thi ca gia dinh Compson d6 nét ciing chi c6
thé nuwong cdy vao su chdng choi cia Dilsey.
Mammy tr¢ thanh mot nhan vat quan trong trong
gia dinh mién Nam khong chi ¢ chic ning can
thiét ma ba dam nhiém trong thoi ky n 1¢, ma con
quan trong hon & gi tri tinh than, khi ché d¢ iy da
di qua.

Trong Cuén theo chiéu gié, Mammy khong c6
gia dinh riéng va con d¢. Didu nay nhu mét hinh
thirc don gian hoa vin dé va Mammy c6 thé trung
thanh tuyét di vi gia dinh chii. Van dé s& tro nén
phirc tap hon khi Mammy ¢6 con dé, ba hién 1én rat
tho bao, khic nghiét, hodc tham chi tan nhan ddi
véi dira con den cliia minh, trai ngugce vai tinh yéu
va tinh cam ma ba gianh cho tré em da trang: di
Chloe “nguoi 1am bép gioi nhat” trong Tuip léu bdc
Tom, diu dang véi cau chu nhé George thi lai quat
nat hai dra con dé cua minh, dang nghich nggm
v6i nhiing cai dau xoan tit, 14m lem. Hodc nhu
trong Mét biéc, Pauline chi tim thay niém vui khi
duogc sdng trong gian bép sach sé&, gon gang cua gia
dinh Fisher, v6i nhitng dung cu lam bép dit tién
duogc ba ky co lau chui dén boéng 16n, bao nhiéu
tinh yéu thuong triu mén va long tan tuy ba gianh
hét cho ¢6 chi nho ¢6 mai toc vang to, doi mit
xanh biéc va lan da tring hong, con véi dira con gai
da den t6i nghiép Pecola thi bi hit hui va khinh bi
cai gia dinh dia nguc ma chinh Pauline va Cholly
da tao dyng nén. Pauline san sang vung tay tat
Pecola manh dén ndi khién em phai nga vt xudng
san vi 16 tay lam dd chao man va mic con minh véi
vét bong trén than thé 1an ndi dang cay em dang
phai chiu dung thi ba quay qua c¢6 chii nhé dd danh
vi mat di mén do an: “Théi nao, nin di cung oi...
Poly s& dén cho con tht ca” (Morrison, 1987,
tr.87)... Tinh mau tir ky cuc 4y ciia cac Mammy
chi c6 thé giai thich hop 1y dugc khi dimg tir quan
diém cua nguoi da tring, nguoi da tring thuong
déng, nén duogc yéu thuong, dugc ham thich, dugc
mé say va ngudi da den dang sdng v6i quan diém,
cai nhin cta “ké khac”, vdi tam thire kép.

Ngoai Cudn theo chiéu gié, tac phdm véi hinh
tuong Mammy 4n tugng nhat, biéu twong nay dugc
sit dung trong it nhiéu bo phim, tiéu thuyét,
chwong trinh truyén hinh va trd choi video, ciing
nhu trong hoat déng quang cdo thuong mai. Néu
Hattie McDaniel (vai Mammy) 1a “Dién vién da
den dau tién doat Oscar” trong bd phim cung tén
v6i cudn tiéu thuyét cua Margaret Mitchell, Cuon
theo chiéu gi6, danh ddu vi thé va tén tudi cua
minh bén canh nhing dién vién da tring nodi tiéng
bac nhit Hollywood nhu Vivien Leigh (vai Scarlett
O’Hara), William Clark Gable (vai Rhett
Butler),... thi ciing chinh tir nhan vat Mammy Ay

80

Tap 51, Phan C (2017): 74-81

mé ra nhidu cach nhin, nhiéu hoat dong van hoa
moi, trong d6 tryc tiép nhat 1a cudn tiéu thuyét
Hanh trinh cia Ruth (Ruth’s Journey) cua nha van
Donald McCaig xuat ban nam 2014 dugc viét tir
goc nhin cua nhan vat Mammy nhu dé 1ap day su
thiéu vang tiéng noi, lich sir va ca tinh ctia nhan vat
nay trong tic phdm Cuon theo chiéu gio.

Ngodi ra con c6 nhiéu by phim truyén hinh
khac trong d6 hinh tuong Mammy la nhan vat
trung tdm nhu D6 la Ma cua t6i (That’s My Mama,
1974), Hay cho toi mot phut nghi ngoi (Gimme a
Break!, 1985), va Piéu gi dang xdy ra (What's
Happening!!, 1976), Nguoi giup viéc (The Help,
2011)... Vi vai tro 1a mot ngudi va em tdn tai mot
cach rong réi trong thoi Tai thiét, hinh anh Mammy
tré thanh birc tranh biém hoa vé ching toc ciia phu
nit My gbc Phi, nhu mot di san cho thoi ky kich
phat Jim Crow’, hang trim san phdm gén lién véi
hinh anh cong viéc cua Mammy nhu gat tan, qua
lru niém, buu thiép, mdi cau ca, chat tay rua, cac
ban in nghé thuit, dd choi, nen, va do dung nha
bép,..., bén canh d6, hinh anh Mammy con dugc
st dung quang céo cho cac nganh cong nghiép thuc
pham.

Ciing giéng nhu bac Tom (Tup léu bdc Tom)
Mammy tré thanh mot biéu twong vin hoéa phd
bién, tuy nhién d6 1a bic tranh biém hoa
(caricature) vé& ngudi da den cia nguoi da tring.
D6 1a kiéu tao tac phi ban sic cua “ké khac” vé
ngudi da den, truc lgi béng cach si nhuc nguoi da
den van tiép tuc tai dién dau ché d6 no 18 da di qua.
Nguoi da den dau don tréd thanh “ké bi dinh nghia”,
va ndi dau 4y bung phat khi ho nd lyc chong lai
quyét dinh cua Thuong vién Hoa Ky xay dung
tugng dai Mammy (Mammy Statue) de ‘tudng
niém nhimng Mammy trung thanh cia mién Nam”
trén trung tdm Thwong mai Qudc gia (National
Mall, Washington, DC). Su dAu tranh manh mé& cua
cong ddng ngudi My gde Phi néi chung khiang dinh
su bét tuan cta ho trudce nhitng thai d§ va nhan
mac ma ngudi da tring nd lyc gan ghép.

4 KET LUAN

Du Bois (1903) trong cubn Nhitng linh hon dén
da den khang dinh “nhiing van dé ciia thé ky XX 1a
cic van d¢ vé nhimg dong mau” va quan diém
chung toc da quy dinh tit ca ban sic ciia van dé,
Mammy mot san pham tinh than cia nguoi da

7 Jim Crow la mét tir miét thi nguoi da trang goi ngudi
da den. Tir ndy phdt xudt tir mgt diéu nhay c6 tén la
“Jump Jim Crow”, diéu nhdy vé lén hinh dnh 16 bich cia
nguoi da den. Ludt Jim Crow quy dinh sw phdn biét rach
roi gitka nguedi da trdng va ngieoi den trén nhiéu phirong
dién ciia doi séng.
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trang quy toc mién Nam. Trong Cudn theo chiéu
gi6 ciia Margaret Mitchell, Mammy 13 biéu twong
ctia ndi luyén tiéc qua khir v& mot nén vian minh di
bi chién tranh lam vun v&, mot kiéu x6 1éch lich st
bang cach 1y twong héa niém hanh phuc cia ngudi
da den trong sy hoa hop, va trung thanh tuyét d6i
v6i nguoi chii da trang.

Hinh anh Mammy hinh thanh va phat trién trén
moi phuong dién cta van hoa My tir tiéu thuyét,
dién anh va ca thuong mai, tré thanh mot biéu
tuong vé nguoi da den “duoc biét dén rong rii nhat
va dé nhan ra trong lich sir nuee My~ (Kowalski,
2009). Tuy nhién, biéu twong 4y, bao gio, ciing dé
phuc vu loi ich (chinh tri, kinh té) cua nguoi da
trang. Mot cach kin ddo nhat, hinh anh Mammy 14
hién thén cho tu tuong phén biét chung tdc, bat
chap moi nd lyc hoa giai va hoa huyet trong sudt
chiéu dai lich str, van hoa cua cong dong da chung
tdc Hoa Ky.
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